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expressed surprise at their not being armed, and asked if they had no muskets. The Cur4 answered, "We have spades and pickaxes." Paoli offered to supply them; he begged he would not. " When you want any of us for war, you shall have more than the number you require, and to these you will, of course, give arms; but, for God's sake, send no arms here! They may render the people idle, and prevent them from cultivating their lands." We found the parishioners of this worthy clergyman equal rogues with the rest of the Corsicans. Their extortion for everything we got from them was astonishing. It is the same throughout Corsica. Honesty is unknown, and it never enters the brains of one of them to consider what is just, but only what it is likely you will pay.
We reached Corte next day, and the day following Bastia. The Parliament had been adjourned on account of the bad weather, and it was now fixed to meet at Bastia, the 6th February. This change from Corte to Bastia causes, I find, great discontent. They conceive that Corte, as the centre of the island, is the most proper, and that the Viceroy in changing it to Bastia is actuated more by motives of private convenience than by considerations for the good of Corsica, or the convenience of the individuals who compose the Parliament. There are indeed but too many reasons why the Parliament should be held at Corte. The General fixed upon Saturday, 7th February, for his departure. The officers of the garrison gave him a dinner, and he gave them two balls. On Saturday morning I accompanied him to St. Fiorenzo, where Sir James St. Clair and he embarked in the Juno frigate. It will be long probably before I serve under an officer for whom I have so much esteem and attachment.
On leaving Corsica, General Stuart wrote to Paoli a letter (now in the Paoli Correspondence, British Museum) which is interesting, as showing the fact that he had hardly had any communication with Paoli whilst he was in Corsica. He writes, on 3ist January 1795,